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lanette Fennell went from fighting for her life to fighting for a cause.

Late one evening in Octrober 1998,
Janette Fennell and her husband, Greig,
were getting out of their car in their San
Francisco garage when, suddenly, a pair
of armed men rolled under the closing
garage door and forced the couple into
their trunk. The Fennells offered jewelry
and money for their freedom. “They
would not negotiate whatsoever,”
Janette, now 46, remembers. “It was just,
‘Get in the trunk, get in the trunk.”” To
make matters worse, the couple’s 9-
month-old son, Alexander, was still
secured in his car seat in the back. “Sheer
panic went through our bones when,
from inside the trunk, we heard them
say, ‘“There’s a baby,’” says Greig, SO.
“Then they started up the car.”

“My only thought was, ‘I don’t care
what happens to me as long as the baby’s
okay,”” Janette says. “‘I don’t care if they
rape me, just as long as the baby’s okay.””

Desperate to signa! to someone on the
outside, Janette began tearing at the inte-
rior of the trunk as the car sped along.
“You think you’re going to die, and all
of a sudden a real survival instinct kicks
in,” says Janette. “I started to rip the trunk
apart, all the carpeting or anything I could
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get at. L even pulled the
wires for the brake lights
and taillights.”

The Fennells felt the
car stop. As the trunk
popped open, they found
themselves in a park in a
remote part of the city.
The thieves held them at
gunpoint inside of the
trunk and robbed them of everything
they had, including their ATM cards and
wedding rings. “They had that gun right
at Greig’s throat,” Janette recalls. Greig,
who couldn’t see his wife, told her later
that he’d been thinking, “If I hear the
gunshot Ill know they killed Janette first.
If I don’t hear it....” The masked men
then locked the trunk again, leaving the
pair to die. Janette says, “I said to my
husband, “That’s it. They’re going to
come back and we’re going to get cut
up. It’s over.” And there was no reason
not to think that.”

It was then that Janette’s eyes fell
upon a little piece of metal sticking out
from the trunk walls where she had
ripped the carpet away. Behind it was
a cable. “I said, ‘Honey, I think I found
the trunk release.’ Istill don’t know how
I knew that was it.” She guided Greig’s
hand to it; sure enough, when he yanked
the cable, the trunk popped open. The
Fennells were free. “It truly had to be
divine intervention,” she says. “I know
that sounds so strange, but there’s no
other way to explain it.”

The Fennells were luckier than most.
They had an extra key hidden in their
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glove compartment and were able to
drive themselves to a nearby pay phone
and call the police. And Alexander was
unharmed—officers found him scill
secured in his car seat, sleeping soundly
in the garage, where the intruders had
dumped him.

But life would never be the same.
Janette had recurring nightmares: “I’d
dream we were out somewhere and the
baby was right there, and then he was
just gone. I kept losing the baby.” To
this day, she will not unlock the car
doors undil the garage door is completely
down. “I rarely go out at night any-
more,” says Janette. “I look at people
very differently now.”

“After the incident, one of the officers
told me, ‘It never ends like this,’” says
Janette. “Those words echoed in my
head for the weeks and months that
followed.” She began to wonder how
these crimes did end. She searched the
Internet and began pulling news reports
and court documents and was astonished
at what she found. Since 1970, more
than 1,200 people have been victims of
trunk entrapment, either intentional or
accidental. Of those people, between 20
and 25 percent—about 275 victims—
did not survive. When she called the
organizations that keep statistics on
crime, including the FBI and the
National Bureau of Criminal Sratistics,
Janette was even more shocked that no
one kept track of crimes involving trunk
entrapment.  (continued on page 64)
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ammunition, Stupak sponsored legis-
lation that mandated a government study
on trunk entrapment. “She had some
information we could point to with some
credibility,” says Stupak, “which is some-
thing no one had before.”

The urgency of their cause suddenly
intensified when in July 1998, over the
course of four weeks, 11 children in New
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the big automakers have made interior
trunk releases a standard safety feature.
“When everyone said, ‘Sorry, we’re not
going to do this, go away,’ I wouldn’t go
away,” Janette says. “It was almost like
God said to me, “Your family was spared,
and the only reason you went through
this is because I needed somebody to get
this fixed, and you’re the one.”” O
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