
Jenny Stanley’s Remarks for July 28th Virtual Event 
 
On August 22, 2010, my daughter, Sydney was supposed to be walking to a neighbor’s home to play, but 
instead got into our family’s car in the driveway and was not able to get back out.  Sydney was only 6 years 
old. Our entire beautiful, happy world was shattered.  
 

               
After Sydney died, I began working with KidsAndCars.org to make sure this never happens to anyone else. It is 
now my mission to make sure that all vehicles come with technology to detect the presence of a child. I began 
finding some strength and encouragement through my work by honoring Sydney. And then, about a year ago, 
my entire world came crashing down once again….  
 
I learned that in 2001 General Motors announced with a great deal of fanfare they were going to install 
technology in GM vehicles by 2004 that could detect a child inside a vehicle which help to prevent hot car 
deaths. This did not happen. Sydney died trapped inside our 2008 Buick Enclave, a General Motors product 
that should have had the technology they promised.  
 
If GM had followed through with their voluntary commitment to include detection technology in their 
vehicles, my daughter would be alive today. After learning this, I found myself right back in the depths of 
despair. My entire family was hurt all over again.  
 
How could this be? Nearly 20 years later they still haven’t followed through with their promise? In August, 
2019 myself and 66 other grieving family members wrote a letter to GM’s president, Mary Barra about their 
failed promise. Sadly, we never received a response.  
 

     
 



 
Instead of installing technology that can detect occupants in their vehicles, GM started adding ineffective 
“back seat reminder” technology a few years ago. The way it works is, if you open a back door before driving, 
you will get an alert to check the back seat when you turn the car off. It does not detect occupants. It does not 
know if you put a bag of Cheetos or a child in the back seat. AND, it would do NOTHING to protect children 
who get into cars on their own, like Sydney did.  
 
I share this part of my painful story with you to help you see that the auto industry’s “voluntary agreement” is 
NOT enough. Not only is it unacceptable to place the lives of children in the hands of an industry who 
continues to break promises, but the ineffective back seat reminder technology that I just described is what 
they auto industry “maybe” is agreeing to put in vehicles by 2025.   
 
Many have celebrated the auto industry’s voluntary agreement thinking that this will solve the hot car issue. 
Nothing could be further from the truth.  
 
We NEED a safety standard like what is required in the House version of the Hot Cars Act because it is 
enforceable and controls the effectiveness of the technology. Children’s lives depend on this. Relying on a 
voluntary agreement WILL have fatal consequences for families just like it did for mine.  
 
We did not celebrate Sydney’s 16th birthday this year. Ten years later my family still struggles to navigate life 
without her. We have and will miss many celebrations, milestones and the joy of having her in our lives. It 
didn’t have to be this way. And it doesn’t have to be this way for others.  


