KidsAndCars.org Safety Tips:
KidsAndCars.org urges everyone to install a rearview camera and sensors on their vehicle. Many drivers [incorrectly]
believe they have to wait until they purchase a new vehicle to have a rearview camera system; but an after‐market
rearview camera and/or sensors can be installed on ANY vehicle.
Drivers should also heighten their awareness before engaging a vehicle into reverse; especially when children are
present. Young children are impulsive and unpredictable; still have very poor judgment and little understanding of
danger.
 Always walk around and behind a vehicle prior to moving it.
 Know where your children are. Make sure they move away from your vehicle to a place where they are in full
view before moving the car. Verify that another adult is directly supervising children before moving your vehicle.
 Install a rearview camera, back‐up sensors and/or additional mirrors on your vehicles. Use these devices in
addition to looking around and behind your vehicle carefully to detect if anything is in your path before backing.
 Make sure children hold hands with an adult in parking lots at ALL times. If you have multiple children and not
enough hands, create a hand‐holding train or fasten the younger children into a stroller and make sure everyone
stays together.
 Teach children that “parked” vehicles might move and make sure they understand that the driver might not be
able to see them, even if they can see the driver.
 Teach your children to never play in, around or behind a vehicle. The driveway is not a safe place to play.
 If you have an adult passenger with you, ask them to stand outside the vehicle and watch for children or animals
as you back out. Ensure they are a safe distance away from the vehicle so that they are not in any danger.
 Be aware that steep inclines and large SUV’s, vans and trucks can add to the difficulty of seeing behind a vehicle.
 Keep toys, bikes and other sports equipment out of the driveway.
 Trim landscaping around the driveway to ensure drivers can see the sidewalk, street and pedestrians clearly
when backing out of their driveway. Pedestrians also need to be able to see a vehicle pulling out of the
driveway.
 Install extra locks on doors inside the home high enough so children cannot reach them and toddlers cannot slip
outside on their own.
 Roll down the driver’s side window when backing so you can hear if someone is warning you to stop.
 Be especially careful about keeping children safe in and around cars during busy times, schedule changes and
periods of crisis or holidays.

Please share these important safety tips with your childcare providers, teachers, relatives, friends, family and
neighbors…

These precautions can save lives.
For more information visit www.KidsAndCars.org or contact us at email@KidsAndCars.org.

