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THE SECRETARY OF TRANSPORTATION 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20590 

The Honorable Fred Upton 
Chainnan 
Committee on Energy and Commerce 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, DC 20515 

Dear Mr. Chairman: 

February 28, 2012 

I am writing to update you on the Department's ongoing work on the issue of rear visibility 
in vehicles. As you know, safety is the number one priority at the U.S. Department of 
Transportation, and we give especially high priority to the safety of children. This special r~gard 
for child safety is one reason the Department bas been working diligently to ensure it has 
included substantial input from members of the public, robust data and analysis on the effeqs of 
this rulemaking, and appropriate consideration of its potential to save Jives and other socie~ 
impacts. , 

The Cameron Gulbransen Kids Transportation Safety Act of 2007 (the Act) requires a final iruie 
no later than 36 months after the date of enactment of the Act (February 28, 20 II) to improye the 
ability of drivers to detect pedestrians in the area immediately behind their vehicles. Howeyer, 
the Act authorizes new deadlines if I determine that any of the statutory deadlines could not be 
met and requires me to notify the Committee on Energy and Commerce of the House of : 
Representatives and the Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation of the Senafe. 

The Department has made significant progress in developing the final rule required by the I 

Act. We published our Notice of Proposed Rulemaking on December 7, 2010. Shortly · 
thereafter, we also held a public meeting and conducted a technical workshop. To accommodate 
these activities and allow for appropriate analysis, I extended the deadline to December 31,12011 
and sent the notifications specified in the Act. On November 16, 2011, the Office of Information 
and Regulatory Affairs received the final rule for review under Executive Order 12866. 
On January 10,2012, I further extended the deadline to February 29,2012, due to the complexity 
and volume of issues identified in the public comments to our proposed rule. · 

The Department has decided that further research and data analysis is important to ensure tlile 
most protective and efficient rule possible, including a wider range of vehicles and drivers. i, I 
believe it is important to allot additional time to ensure that the final rule is appropriate andi the 
underlying analysis is robust. I now anticipate that the Department can issue the final standards 
by December 31, 2012. 
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The Honorable Fred Upton 

A similar letter has been sent to the .. """~··•l!o Member of the House Committee on Energy artd 
Commerce and the Chairman and of the Senate Committee on Commerce~ 
Science, and Transportation. If I can further information or assistance, please feel tree to 
call me. 

Sincerely yours, 


